PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL 2011

Wednesday, October 5th 2011:

Nbza & Sf a | A:NaFreNdbservarsgathel a¥vthe departure terminal for their trip
G2 GKS {GFrdSaod LGQAa (GKS GKANR 22dz2NguSe GKAaA
training programs athreveport, LA and New Orleans, é#lier this yearThis time, we
chose to go to Palm Beach County, FL. This area is covered by a little00@efiréfighters,
49 fire stations and a fleet of 25@hicles Palm Beach Countyase ofthe largest countes
east of the MississippiifRer; the surface is approx. 2.386.3§uaremiles and the run
statistics for 2011 staged at more than 1080 emergencies of all kisd

Almost everybody was right on timso check in started pretty quick. The firsbgp picture,
our last goodbyes to friends and families and off we went, thru the border obatea.
Before boarding our UA9@light to Newark, some of the grougecidedto grab a coffee and
some breakfast at Starbucks.

The B777 aircrataixied andeft off right on time with an &our flight looking at uswWe had
aschedule of some movies, administration, breakfast, a drink and more moxhéds
Belgium, The Netherlands, the UK, Ireland and Canada slipped underneath us.
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getto our connecting flight, we hurried up to get thru immigrations, to reclaimlaggage

and to get thru customdiVe tried to get on our connecting flight but wesbort ontime so

we were rebooked on the next flight, leavihgurs later. The only thing walsat only 15 of

us were rebooked on a later flighthe 16™ guy, Henri, got thru on the very last minute so he

was on thefirst plane to Fort Lauderdalall alone. Sirewe hal some time to kill, we had
something to eatindclaimed a few seats at a bak couple of hours later, we were



welcomed at Fort Lauderdale International by Henri. We got our luggage, went to the rental
car agency to get our bus and two minivaB8 minutes later, we were driving on 195
Southbaind, heading to Miami Beach.
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Our dhosen place was the Indian Craddétel in Miami Beach. Everyongent to their rooms,

took a shower and one hour later we were looking for some food. Due to some previous
vists, Carl knew a good Cuban restaurant, Puerto Sagu and Collins.This is arery

simple place but great dishes for a good price. After dinner, we walked over to Ocean Drive
to see the neorlights of the hotels and clubs, the special cars and bikeslae beautiful
women. Around midnight, everybody hit the sheets for some well needed sleep.



Thursday, October §th 2011;

Weall met at breakfast. Nothing | y O 2 2dzad a2YS O2FFSS yR &2
day started. Around 0900 am, we took &if the airboat tour at the Evergladpwe toured

thru the rivers of grasand to the alligators. We saw a couple of them but nothing over 5
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For lunch we stopped at the Indi@asin®® ¢ KS FANER G o0asfwBysback® T Y I y & X
the hotel, we drove thru the streets of Coral Gables, made a stop at The Biltmore Hotel and

The Venetian Pool and went over the bridge ty lBéscayne to get a good view of

downtown Miami. We drove thru the Marina District, over the GaldficArthur Causeway

via the Star Islands to our hotel at Indian Creek to get our luggage back. We drove off, had

some traffic but arrived 40 minutes later at our hotel in Boca Raton.

We still had some time before dinner so the most of us met at the papbf ourPlaza

hotel. Some people started talking to us, the guys with the funny language. Around 0800 pm,
we left for dinner at an Outback Steakhouse at Delray Beach, followed by a quick visit to a
Target before we headed back to the hotel.



Friday, October ¥ 2011;

We had beakfast, loaéd up, and headedor 405 Pike RogdVest Palm BeachWe neet

Chief Peters at the Palm Beach County EiRescue Headquarters and the Battalion and
District Chiefs of our assigned Battalions. They gditeapresentation of the PBCFR and we
from Belgiumgave a presentation abotihe Fire Observers organization. Tdeve us aour
thru the HQ. Thru the offices, the driving simulators, prevention offices, the video section,
GNJ AYAy3 RA JNiadHhugeheailik Srodard facHitK built only a couple of
years ago

All Chiefs and Fire Observers had lunch at a Golden Corral before being assigned to several
stations. | dropped off Danny and Steven at #36, Yves at #34 and drove myself to #30.

Sation 30 at Wellington is quite unique. It houses an engine and a rescue but only three
FANBTAIKGISNRAX 5SLISYRA Y Switethye reSckieSor tRelefigih€ G KS ONB
However, between 0800 am and 0800 pm, three firefighters from Station 27 relaadtite
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crews show me around the stations and the units and since they knew | was coming, they

counted me in for dinner, awesome Mexican dish, and got me a bea afakset.
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out three times, all medical emergencies.
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Saturday, October 8 2011

Shift change at 0730 am, the guys lovele® | dzA S ¢S KI @Sy Qi KIFR | OF f
Alright, the new crew beginsiew introductions, shower, apparatus check and breakfast.
During the day, we tie runs, conversations, luacial dinner together.

Sunday, October©2011:

Some heavy thunderstorms hit the norside of the county pretty hard. The newpeaks
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nothing.

Chief Peters schedrd a day of tourism today. We pick up all of our guys and drive to
Station 19, the Spéal Ops station of the North Battalion where Eric has been assigned to.
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dinner with us. Dinner, which was offered by the Union by the way, was very good and
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Monday, October 18 2011

Thiswas& dzt f RF& 2F NARS Ff2y3d ¢KIG YSIya Wo2dz
were also dispatched for a houfiee. Engine 30 and Rescue®&refirst due and first on

scene. A bad cook and some smoke turnedtouie the catlEngine 30 extinguished a few

small flames and cancelled all other incoming units. During the night MondagzS & Rl @ = L Qf
KF®S p NHzya FFGSNJ YARYAIKGX

Tuesday, October 12011;

All Fire Observers met at HQ around 0900 After a coffee, we split up the group for a visit
to the Emergency Operations Center and the Traumahawk.
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fire dispatch, 4 do EMS dispatch and the other 4 are@edlrs. The shitommander shows

us the facility and gives all necessary info regarding the duties of the EOC.
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PBCFR runs two Sikorskiyaumahelicopters. One istaffed with a pilot and two

medics/nurses, 24/7. The other one is staffed by two pilots and two medics/nurses from

y22y WiAf YARYAIKGD® ¢KSe Ffe +y F@GSNIXr3asS 27 o
the Florida Health Care Departmentbutth&as A & 2y (GKS t ./ CwQa LJ &N.

TheDirector welcomesnd presens us to the crew. We get a tour of the facility, get more

AYyF2 NBIIFINRAYI GKS RdziASa 2F (GKS dzyaldX GKS K
an inter-facility transport of a new-patient from Gainesville to PalBeach County. Before

going back to HQ for the afternoon program, we get a few slices of pizza for lunch.



At the HQ, Station 34 gives us an extrication defatbowed by some gdses. We also get a
chance to drive a fewnginesaroundthe Fire Academy. Just before we head back to our
adFradAz2yas | ' yA2y NBLNBaSyidl (A JSuskavwattiaNRA 6 dzi S &
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Wednesday, October 122011:
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pilots/tactical officers. Right on time, | reported for duty with my pilot Vasile. He showed me

the facility and the aircrafts. | got a safety briefing, a seat and a headset and a ocbuple

minutes later we were airborne above Palm Beach County. We patrolled the skies and flew
2OSNI Y& alGlGA2yd® 5dz2NAy 3 2dzNJ FEAIKGE ¢S 3240 0
nightsun and the IR camera were pointed on the targafter a 90 minte flight, we flew

back to the airport for some fuel and coffee. A little later, the scramble bell sounded again
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Back in the station, | caught two hours of extra sleepl®picking up the guys to bring

them to HQ for a meeting with the Fire Chi€hief Jerauld interrupted the Staff Meeting he

was in and presented us to the staff members. Some kind words and presents were

exchanged before having a group shéle were obfjated to pass by the video section again

for an order of training videos and a bunch of pictures. Before leaving HQ, we took another
ANRdzL) aK2(0 ¢6A0GK GKS / KAST Ay FTNRBYG 2F (GKS CA




We then headed for West Palm Beach International Airpmxtisit the airport fire

department. This unit is also operated by PBCFR. Thfird f A& OIF f f SR a1 2 dz& ¢
5N} 32y a¢ & ReyiderS areicklSgned Nidaghris. The house has approx. 12

firefighters on shift, and responds to all kind of fireglaical, medical and aircraft

emergencies within the boundaries of the airport and %2 Miles out. They run 6 tenagdérs,

by 9y3AySkwSaddsSs | dziAftAGe OSKAOESS | [/ KASTF
the station and gets more info regardiigk S dzy A 1 Q&4 RdziASas 62NJ] X LIN
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minutes later, all Fire Observers mount the créashders and engine and the convoy rolls

out on the taxiway towards th&RFF training site. At the end of the airport, a fuselage of a

. 2SAY3 FANDNFFO A& dzASR F2NJ GNIAYAyYy3I LIzNLI2 &S
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before headigy back to the station, we need to drive the Dragons over theazst track.
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After lunch, the group is split up. 8 Fire Observers will go East toward Station 73 at Belle
Glades where thegre goingtad I { S dza 2dzi 2y [I1S h1SSOK26SS
other 8 Fire Observers head back to their stations for ride along.

The airboat seats three people, which means a pilot and three Fire Observers. Gerry,
Philippe and Jef are the first ones to bdand a little later, they take off towards Lake
Okeechobee. Since the ride takes about 50 minutes, Chief Peters takes us to the nearby
town of Pahokee where we meet with the local firefighters at a bar along the &ike.
Minutes later, we head back to BelGlades to pick up the guys at the airboat but little did
S 1y26X



They planned to go out on the lake towards a treehouse. When it was almost time to return,

GKS Sy3aayS adGdI NI FFrAfSRXRSFIR oFGGiSNES &2

After 20 minutes and several stanp attempts, the motor fired up again and the pilot

brought back our guys safe and sound. Since the mechanic issues, we decided to skip the

other rides for today and head back to our stations.

Thursday, October 132011;

Last full day with the PBCFR. Morning meeting at Station 23 from where we all drove
towards the shops and the maintenance facilityis is dauge building operated by the
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over 40 spare units were also housed here at the facility. The logistic department runs a

gl NBEK2dzaS ftA1SXF O2Y0AYSR 12YS 5SL2Gx 2+t YIlN

like gloveslifepacks, bandaids, hoses, toilet waist paper, broomskdigc screwdrivers
Xe&2dzQf f ManytRs plade isKBANB HOF y Qi o6dz22 Of 20 KA Y 3
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HI at the Local 2928 Union. They gave us somésgtarlier this week and bought us dinner
too. We were welcomed by the Vigtresident and the Communications Director. In March,
GKS oA33Sad {Gd tFGNRO1IQa 5F& LI NRS 27
LJ N} RS | a & LJSOA s start t8 thiSkaaloat X anfl &evaeadd Sureds coming
back on March 17 2012.

We all head towards the Wellington Green Mall for lunch. 1 Hour later, some of us stay a
little bit longer for some shopping, others head back to their station for thenigtt.
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Everyone spends the night different; some go out for drinks, some go out on an outdoor

I QOGAGAGEX a2YS o0& A0S ONBIY FT2N GKSAN ONBga

ribs, potato salad, coleslaw and corn on the cobb Belgian style at Station 30.

Friday, October 1% 2011:

Gathering everyone at Station 33 around 0830 am for our departure. Last handshakes,
pictures, conversations, souvenirs and off we go, on our way for the touristic week!

The PBFCR has a special gift for Paul, a whiteRP&8f€Is helmet.

After a 40 minute drive Northbound on the 195, we stopped at a Cracker Barrel, a country
store/restaurant, for breakfastAround 0100 pm, we arrive at the Kennedy Space Center
Visitors Complex. We all pass security check without any problems and boardgtier the
facility tour immediately. The bus takes us down the observation tower as we drive by the
huge vehicle assembly building, launch control center, the famous countdown clock and the
crawlertransporter track. At the observation tower, we firstesa movie regarding the space
shuttle launch platform before heading up the 60 feet tall observation gantry. A beautiful

0 A NageQview over Kennedy Space Center, with launch platforms 39A & 39B in particular.
Since the space shuttle program has comeriead earlier this year, one tower is

completely torn down while the other still stands but reconfigured to a rocket launch



platform. The second ride brings us to the Apollo/Saturn V building. In this building we can
follow the launch of Apllo Xl in the &unch Control Room, we can see a huge Saturn V

rocket in the main hall, we see footage on the lunar landing, the race into space and the race
to the moon.

By the time we get back at the Visitor Complex, we get into the Shuttle Launch Experience

and a mockup of a shuttle. We also pay tribute to the fallen astronauts at the US Astronaut

Hall of Fame and we walk thru the Rocket Garden. By the time everybody gets his stuff in the
a2dz@SYANI aK2LJE AGQa GAYS (2 RANKOdBegdzNE St @S a
Western located near the Atlantic Ocean in Cocoa Beach. We claim our rooms, get in our
AoAYadzaida FyR FEf 32 G2 GKS 0SIHOKI GKS LkR2f
wings at Hooters for dinner, and a few drinks at the Cocoa Beachdriatltit a day.




Saturday, October 1852011:

| woke up around 0630 arput onshorts, a tee and fligflops.| poured some freshly made

coffee in a cup and headed towards the beach to go see the sunrise. It was very peaceful and
quiet and it was justmgat to be there. After a while, some more Belgian firefighters were up
and awake and joined me for the sunrise.

A shower, some breakfast and email checking before we loaded up the cars and set for our

next destination. A lot of bikers were seen on thads going to Daytona Beach, all to

attend the Biketoberfest. We got off 195 at New Smyrna and headed the most Eastern point
LI2aaAof SXGKS 6SIFOKH t AR | 7T Sdhtothalbddckafore &0 (0 KS
GKAESXFYFT Ay 3H

It was just after noon when we parked the cars near Main Street, Daytona Beach. We got a
couple of hours off and everybody went their way. 4 Hours were well spent to see thousands
and thousands of bikes, bikers and biker chicks, the shops, the conceresyents, the bars,
GKS alt22yax { 2 burjognitenodghtin.S | Yy R R?2
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Davidson Shop. This dealer is the largestddaler in the world, so we took our terto walk

around at the site, see more bikes, more bands playing, more diamksnore gorgeous

women.

Our arrival in Orlando was delayed due to a traffic accident which was happened one minute
before we drove by. The Fire Observers quickly pulled ojéRa | RYA YA a4 i SNBER FANJ
local fire department arrived on scene. The rest of our drive to Orlando went

smoottX SEOSLIG F2NJ a2YS £t SNAEAO NBIFOGAZ2Y 2F [ | N
combination. Eric took him to a CVS/Pharmacy fore&wanadryl while the others did some

shopping at theBass Pro Shagn International Drive. When we all got back at the hotel,

Holiday Inn Maingate at Hwy 192, we met with our Jacksonville friend JB. It was good seeing

him again! He came down from Jax tesg some time with us here in Orlando and in

91020 [23FyQa w2l RK2dzaS ¢l a GKS ARSIFE LX I OS
some drinks and the ending of the day.

Sunday. October 162011;

The group split up today with 8 guys going directifepcot around 0900 am, and 8 others

leaving at 0930 am for some shopping. We first went to the Premium Ouitlet, followed by the
Millenia Mall where we also got a sandwich for lunch at Firehouse Subs. The second car with

Carl, Danny, Steven, Larry, Neihoéint, Philippe and Gery arrived at Epcot around 0130 pm.

2S AGIFNIGSR 2dzi gA0K (GKS aNRARSa¢ 2F { LI OSaKkAaL

When all attractions were done, we went around the world via the pavilions of Canada, the
UK, Ireland, rance, Italy, Belgium, the USA, Japan, China, Norway, Spain, Mexico



After the magnificent fireworks, lightshow and music on the lagoon, we all went back to our
hotel for some drinks and pool time. We met some other Jacksonville friends here, John and
Sweetie. Some of us went straight to bed, others went to the pool for some fun time!

Monday, October 17 2011:
NBF{1FlFad d D2tRSY /2NNJIfQa o6STF2NB 3I2Ay3 (2

Parked the cars, made some RV arrangements and split up. Bordiectlyinto Islands of

Adventure for somaevild rides on theroller coasters, other started the day more easily with

NARSa IyR akK2ga tA1S {KNB{1 n53 5AalladSNE ¢KS
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Potter and Jurassic Park rides at Islands of Adventure.




Since we had some time to kill, a few of us visited the Hard Rock Café for some beers and

wings. Around 0600 pm, everybody gathered near the gates of Universal Studios, sotve wen

back to the cars and back to the hotel for our last ni§iie dove into the pool before

leaving for dinner. We had a fun last night at Hooters, with some great conversations, great
LIAOGdzNBasx INBFG ¢gAy3as AINBFG 0dzNHSNEXINBLEG 0
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Tuesday. October 182011:
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Left the hotel at 1000 am, heading for Orlando International Airport for our first leg to
WashingtonDulles. Turned in the cars and went to the United Airlines check in desk. Had
some extra pounds in my suitcases, as we all had, but got thru without abjepn. The

check in agent even gave me a first row seat, which has more space, for the first flight and a
single seat in the Economy Plus section for the trip DulBsissels. '‘Cause you're a fireman
and you're doing such a great job!

Passed the TSéheckpoint pretty quick and in no time we were in our terminal, one hour
early for our flight. Some of us started to arrange some picture on their laptops, others tried
to get some extra slegphe rest went to a nearby bar for some drinks and a chat with the
lovely waitress Blanca.

First trip went smoothhowever, we left with a 45 minutes delay due to brake system issues.
At Washington, we had one hour to kill so we decided to grab oublasfer at Wendy's and
some extra presents in the duty free shop.



Same procedure as always for the Brussels flight; take off, drinks and snack, dinner, coffee,
movies and music, sleep,...drinks,...

Wednesday, October 19 ™ 2011;

Around 0600 am, thedhts turned on and the smell of freshly made coffee aired from the
galley towards the cabin. 30 Minutes after breakfast was being served, we touched down in
Brussels.

We claimed our luggage fairly quick and were welcomed by friends and faerhpbers.
Hrst reports, the last group pictures and Palm Beach County, FL 2011 was a fact!

VERSTREPEN ©arbehalf of the Belgian Fireobservers group.



